
What is a limit value? 

Limit values as they appear in DELILA II have been estimated, using accumulated 

mass loss for litter, and give the stabilized fraction of the litter as well as the more 

readily decomposed fraction (see chapter 4 in Berg and Laskowski 2006; Berg and 

Ekbohm 1991; refs. below). As we have used limit values they are given as percent 

accumulated mass loss. 

Limit values may be estimated using the equation 
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where Lt is the accumulated mass loss (in percent), t is time in days, k is the 

decomposition rate at the beginning of the decay, and m represents the asymptotic 

level that the accumulated mass loss will ultimately reach, often considerably less 

than 100%. The size of the stable fraction may be calculated as 100 - limit value.  

Limit values may be estimated using values for accumulated mass loss (e.g. Eq 1) 

and remaining amount. Further, there are different functions that allow an 

estimation of limit values (see e.g. Currie et al. 2010).  
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